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“The more things change, the more they remain 

the same.” —Alphonse Karr, French Novelist 

These words strike me deeply, as they can perfectly represent Lions 

Eye Bank of Delaware Valley’s 60 years of service to the community. 

To be able to celebrate a 60-year anniversary is a remarkable feat, 

and I could not be more honored to sit as the President and CEO as 

we ring in this celebration. 

On March 23, 1957, dedicated and visionary Lions founded the  

Eye Foundation of Delaware Valley, which would later become  

Lions Eye Bank of Delaware Valley (LEBDV). During LEBDV’s 60  

years, there have been numerous advances in medicine, technology  

and regulations. From the advent of corneal storage media to 

layer-specific corneal transplants, eye banking has evolved into  

one of the greatest success stories of modern medicine. 

The pages within this issue of forSight are filled with remarkable 

stories of cornea recipients and their transplant journeys; you will 

read about renewed hope for a young family, an improved future for  

a young man pursuing his dreams and a corneal transplant recipient’s 

triumph in the Transplant Games of America. 

In addition to the stories of recipients that tug at your heartstrings, 

you will read about a cornea donor who made the gift of sight a 

reality with his ultimate act of heroism. Allen’s story of donation is  

a reminder that the work we do is an honor and we are so very 

fortunate to serve as ambassadors 

of the gift between benevolent 

donors and grateful recipients. 

Behind every triumph, every 

successful transplant we aid, is  

a team of individuals who work 

ceaselessly and tirelessly. Our 

dedicated team of staff, volunteers, 

surgeons, nurses, technicians and 

countless other donation professionals devote their time, talent and 

patience to better the lives of others every single day. 

This past March, LEBDV hosted its 2nd Annual Recipient Luncheon.  

This event brought recipients together to celebrate their renewed vision, 

whether their transplant happened 50 years ago or just three days ago. 

At one point during the program, a grateful recipient stood up and 

thanked a donor mom that was in the room. Her words were sincere 

and comforting to a mother who experienced a loss. 

As I stated at the outset, “The more things change, the more they 

remain the same.” The methods for delivering the gift of sight have 

changed in too many ways to count, but what remains constant is our 

unyielding commitment to serving those in need and the selfless acts 

of kindness that we witness with each and every donor who gives the 

gift of sight.

Jim Quirk, President and CEO 

Serving as Chairman of the Board of Trustees, I’ve had the pleasure to 

experience a year dedicated to both celebration and vision. 

Celebrating 60 years of community service, Lions Eye Bank of 

Delaware Valley (LEBDV) is honored to have provided sight-restoring 

eye tissue for corneal transplant surgery to more than 40,000 people 

in the Delaware Valley. Instituted as an organization completely 

dependent upon volunteers, the Eye Bank now has a full staff and 

trained technicians who process tissue quickly and efficiently for 

patients’ and surgeons’ requirements. 

Founded by local Lions Clubs, LEBDV celebrates Lions Clubs 

International (LCI) as it celebrates 100 years of changing lives through 

humanitarian services. As the first non-Lion serving as Chairman, I 

would like to thank the Board of Trustees for its encouragement and 

support. You have made this an incredible experience. 

We focused this year on developing a strategic plan that will help 

ensure continued success in serving our community for the next  

60 years and beyond.

My passion and affinity for the Eye Bank derives from my personal 

experience with my wife Carmen, one of the many community 

members who received the gift of restored sight. Diagnosed with 

Fuchs’ Corneal Dystrophy in her thirties, Carmen was told there was 

no cure and that her condition would continue to worsen, causing 

discomfort and, eventually, blindness. 

Carmen’s condition did worsen and it affected her every day. Her eyes 

itched, watered and bothered her constantly. It was common for 

Carmen to start her day by drying her eyes with a hair dryer so she 

could see well enough to function. There were times when she had  

to pull over to the side of the road and put her face in front of the air 

conditioning vents until her eyes dried. 

Carmen’s vision continued to deteriorate. To make a bad situation 

worse, she also developed cataracts. I remember her insisting that  

she needed stronger glasses. She claimed that with a little more 

strength in her glasses, she would see more clearly. Unfortunately, the 

prescription was not the problem. Her eyes were failing, and cataracts 

and disease were the culprits. 

Carmen had 

cataract surgery  

but her Fuchs’ 

Dystrophy caused 

her cornea to react 

poorly. She lost all 

vision in her left eye 

and her right eye 

was failing. She 

was no longer able 

to drive. This was a 

very scary time for 

both of us. She felt 

restless and trapped 

at home. 

After her first 

cornea transplant, I remember returning for the follow-up one week 

later and watching as they asked her to read the eye chart with her 

formerly blind eye. I almost jumped out of my chair as she read the 

letters one after the other. As the weeks went by, her vision continued 

to improve. After two years, surgery was required on Carmen’s right 

eye. Her sight returned even faster that time. 

Carmen has terrific patience and plays for hours with our grandkids. I 

see her sitting on the floor assembling puzzles, Legos and other 

assorted things. She colors, reads books and does whatever makes 

them happy. Without this gift of sight, none of this would be possible.  

 

In closing, I would like to acknowledge our talented staff, and thank 

our volunteers, financial contributors and, most importantly, cornea 

donors and their families. Your time and effort are treasured and truly 

help make miracles happen on a daily basis. 

Angel “Bob” Perez, Chairman of the Board of Trustees

LEBDV Makes 
Grand Strides 
in Education, 
Funding and 
Research 

This year Lions Eye Bank of Delaware Valley 

(LEBDV) celebrates its 60th anniversary. One  

of the oldest eye banks in the United States, 

LEBDV provides the gift of sight through 

corneal transplantation to more than 1,000 

people living in Southeastern Pennsylvania, 

Southern New Jersey and Delaware annually.  

I have been associated with LEBDV for almost 

30 years and have served as Medical Director 

for more than ten years. 

Throughout its existence LEBDV has been  

on the forefront of technology, research and 

education. After decades of providing tissue  

for full-thickness corneal transplantation 

(approximately 1/50th of an inch thick), in  

2005 we started providing tissue for selective 

corneal layer transplantation such as Descemet 

stripping automated endothelial keratoplasty 

(DSAEK)—tissue that is 1/250th of an inch 

thick—and more recently Descemet membrane 

endothelial keratoplasty (DMEK)—tissue that is 

less than 1/1,000th of an inch thick!

In the last 15 years, LEBDV has participated in 

two major research studies. The cornea donor 

study (CDS) evaluated donor age in relation to 

graft survival in recipients and debunked an 

age-old myth about the lack of utility of older 

corneal tissue, thus significantly increasing the 

donor pool. More recently we completed the 

three-year follow-up for recipients enrolled in 

cornea preservation time study (CPTS), which 

is evaluating corneal graft survival in recipients 

in relation to the elapsed time between donor 

tissue preservation and transplantation. The 

preliminary results of this study will be 

available later this year.

Our educational efforts in LEBDV’s service  

area continue unabated amongst both the 

potential donor pool as well as recipients and 

their families. They’re learning about the 

complexities and truly herculean behind-the-

scene efforts expended by LEBDV’s team of 

professionals to make safe, high-quality tissue 

available for transplantation. Many of our 

patients have responded by becoming active 

participants in these educational efforts and 

donating their time and resources.

Finally, we continue to expand our gratis fund, 

established by our President and CEO Jim Quirk 

and supported by our board of trustees and its 

Chairman Bob Perez. The fund makes corneal 

transplantation possible for uninsured or 

underinsured recipients. It has also made it 

possible for us to use our surplus tissue on 

mission trips to distant lands, where access to 

corneal transplantation remains limited at best.

On the auspicious occasion of our 60th 

anniversary, it is indeed a privilege to have 

been associated for almost three decades with 

LEBDV and its team of professionals that bring 

the gift of sight to many in the Delaware Valley 

and beyond.

A Gratifying  

60th Anniversary Year

A Year of Celebration 

Sadeer B. 
Hannush, M.D.
Medical Director 
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It was 1939 when 13-year-old Sid Sklar began experiencing vision problems. 

Doctors in his hometown of Philadelphia were unable to diagnose his eye condition. 

At 15, Sid lost his vision completely. As a last hope, Sid was referred to Dr. Ramon 

Castroviejo at Columbia Presbyterian Hospital in New York City. Dr. Castroviejo 

diagnosed Sid with keratoconus, a condition not well known in those days, and 

prescribed an experimental procedure—a corneal transplant. 

Time was of the essence. In 1941, there was no such thing as a preservative for the donated 

cornea. During that time, there was not even an Eye Bank to store tissue.

When a graft became available, the experimental procedure was performed under local 

anesthesia, taking about two and a half hours. In those days, a pressure bandage was applied 

to immobilize the eye. It was kept in place with tape heated by a Bunsen burner to make it 

stick because adhesive tape did not exist in 1941. Sandbags were placed around Sid’s head  

to keep it immobilized. He was confined to his bed for almost three weeks.

“When the pressure bandages were removed for the doctor to examine my eye, the 

experience was almost impossible to describe,” Sid told Life magazine in a 1946 

interview. “I could see the furniture in the room, the lights, the doctors and the nurses 

standing around the bed.”

On December 8, 1941, after Sid had spent three months in the hospital, the stitches were 

removed from his eye. This was also the day after the attack on Pearl Harbor. 

Millions of people around the world struggle to survive living with corneal blindness with no hope 

of recovery. The treatable solution is a corneal transplant. Unfortunately, there is a shortage of 

transplant tissue and insufficient surgeon training in many countries, leaving more than 10 million 

men, women and children in darkness. Lions Eye Bank of Delaware Valley (LEBDV) partners with 

ophthalmologists affiliated with local hospitals to restore sight to people who need our help 

beyond our borders. 

“It is our distinct honor and privilege to partner with gifted 

surgeons like Dr. Raber to bring the gift of sight to those less 

fortunate,” says President and CEO Jim Quirk.

Irving M. Raber, M.D., LEBDV medical advisory board member, has made it a priority to volunteer his 

time to impoverished communities, most recently during his trip to Rwanda in the summer of 2016. 

Dr. Raber traveled to Kigali to perform surgery with Dr. John Nkurikiye at Dr. Agarwal’s Eye 

Hospital. He spent three days in Kigali performing surgeries and lecturing at the Rwanda 

International Institute of Ophthalmology. He then went to Kabgayi, where he spent two days 

working with Dr. Piet Noë at the Kabgayi Eye Unit. “I enjoyed working with the local physicians 

and teaching them to perform transplants,” says Dr. Raber. “One major impediment to corneal 

transplants in Rwanda is access to donor corneas.” 

“I went to Rwanda to teach local surgeons how to do corneal transplants because they have  

a high incidence of keratoconus in their population, but limited access to specialized contact 

lenses,” says Dr. Raber. “The patients I treated were mostly young children and adults, between 

ages 8 and 20, who were legally blind before surgery.” He performed 22 corneal transplants 

during his trip. 

“I hope to facilitate the transfer of transplant corneas from Eye Banks in the United States and 

around the world to Rwanda in the future,” says Dr. Raber. “I have been very fortunate to receive 

support from Lions Eye Bank of Delaware Valley. It’s allowed me to do what I have been trained to 

do to the best of my ability. It is an unbelievably wonderful institution.”

HISTORY OF  
A SQUARE  
GRAFT:  
THE STORY OF SID SKLAR

“As we were leaving the city, we stopped on the New York side of the Holland Tunnel to 

listen to the car radio,” Sid recalled. “President Roosevelt was addressing Congress, asking 

its members to declare war on Japan.”

Sid returned to Columbia Presbyterian Hospital two weeks later for a follow-up examination. 

His vision was improving dramatically. Dr. Castroviejo and his associates were ecstatic. 

Over the next two years, Dr. Castroviejo attempted two corneal transplants on Sid’s right 

eye, but each time his body rejected the new graft. Finally, after the third attempt, the 

operation on Sid’s right eye was a success. 

Based on an article found on https://www.nkcf.org/keratoconus-personal-stories/thank-you-

baby-the-sid-sklar-story/. 

LEBDV Cares! 
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A Family's Misfortune  
Turns Into a Miracle 
Svea loves pulling out her favorite books from the bookshelf and flipping through the bright, 

colorful pages. She spends endless hours of her days fascinated by books. Two-year-old Svea 

and her twin sister Emma live in New Jersey with their first-time parents, Brian and Marjie. 

Born a month early, baby Svea spent a week in the neonatal intensive care unit (NICU) before 

being discharged. “Svea was a little smaller than her sister,” recalls Marjie. 

Marjie and Brian were overjoyed to finally bring their two precious babies home and begin 

their new adventure as a family. Soon after settling the babies in, Marjie and Brian noticed 

that Svea’s right eye appeared cloudy. Svea’s pediatrician referred her to a pediatric 

ophthalmologist. “That was when we learned our daughter had Peters’ anomaly in both 

eyes,” says Marjie.

Babies born with Peters’ anomaly often require surgery to correct central corneal cloudiness 

that can lead to permanent poor vision. Eye and vision issues at an early age can lead to 

developmental delays. It is crucial to detect and correct any problems as early as possible to 

ensure babies develop the visual abilities they need to learn and grow. 

“It was very frightening for us,” recalls Marjie. “I left the appointment really upset. In the 

world of the Internet today, it’s a little terrifying! We had so many concerns. Would Svea ever 

be able to see? Would she have a normal childhood? Would she be able to drive a car?” 

The family drove to Wills Eye Hospital in Philadelphia to meet with Dr. Alex Levin, Director  

of Pediatric Ophthalmology. “Dr. Levin is an amazing person. He walked us through what this 

would mean for Svea and what the appropriate next steps would be,” says Brian. 

Svea was referred to Dr. Christopher Rapuano, Director of Cornea Service at Wills Eye 

Hospital, who reassured the family not only about the course of treatment for Svea but how it 

would affect their family over the coming months. While there was Peters’ anomaly in Svea’s 

left eye, it did not require surgical intervention. However, a corneal transplant was the best 

course of action for her right eye. 

According to Dr. Rapuano, “Taking care of newborn babies with cornea problems is difficult 

for a variety of reasons. The babies are not easy to examine, anesthesia is tricky and surgery 

on such small eyes is technically challenging. If a corneal transplant is being considered, 

parents need to understand that since babies can’t tell us when something doesn’t seem 

right, we need to do frequent, often weekly, exams in the office, and may need to do urgent 

evaluations under anesthesia to remove loose sutures or just get a better exam. Fortunately, 

Marjie and Brian were up to the task!”

“Just based on Svea’s size and infancy at that time, it was scary,” recalls Brian. “I think she 

was only about six weeks old when Dr. Rapuano recommended a corneal transplant.”

Dr. Rapuano performed Svea’s corneal transplant surgery at age 14 weeks. She needed eye 

drops and a plastic shield to protect her eye during recovery. “It was challenging at first; 

babies have very delicate skin and Svea is a very sensitive baby,” says Marjie. “Replacing the 

tape on her face to shield her eye constantly and administering eye drops every two hours 

was daunting. Peeling off the tape would leave her skin red, and she would wail and fuss 

when we tried putting in her drops.” 

As Svea became accustomed to the eye drops, nerves began to settle. “She is two years  

old now and takes eye drops like a champ! I think that, as with everything, what feels 

overwhelming becomes easier with time,” says Marjie. “She can see, which is incredibly 

positive for us. She can read books and she can find her toys. She can feed herself and she 

can walk and run to us from across the room!” 

Svea wears corrective lenses and works with a physical and occupational therapist to help 

her catch up to developmental milestones. With the enormous amount of love and support 

from her parents and her sister Emma, Svea is making incredible progress. Along with books, 

Svea loves music. “If a song is playing that Svea is interested in, you can tell because she 

excitedly responds and listens thoughtfully. 

She has started talking and singing, which 

is amazing! Her sister Emma is a tiny 

tornado,” Marjie jokes.

Brian and Marjie offer advice to parents 

who may find themselves in a similar 

situation. “With little babies you become 

so terrified and overwhelmed,” says 

Marjie. “In retrospect, I would have  

taken a deep breath, worked through the 

situation, and just spent time being happy that we have these two amazing children. It was 

hard to appreciate some of the most amazing moments because I was so stressed about 

everything.To see where Svea is today, we are just so thankful.” 

“Svea and her parents were real troopers!” says Dr. Rapuano. “And while it was a long haul, 

Svea is continuing to do beautifully.” 

Brian and Marjie are grateful for their talented Wills Eye Hospital specialists, Lions Eye Bank 

of Delaware Valley and especially for Svea’s cornea donor, whose generosity allowed her to 

have restored sight and a much enhanced life. “It is just impossible to express our gratitude 

to someone who would be so thoughtful and willing to help someone in need,” says Brian.  

“It put us on a path to a new and improved quality of life for our daughter.” 

“She can see, which is 

incredibly positive for us. She 

can read books and she can find 

her toys. She can feed herself 

and she can walk and run to us 

from across the room!” 
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Congratulations, LCI!
Lions Eye Bank of Delaware Valley (LEBDV) congratulates Lions Clubs International (LCI) on its 

100th Anniversary and commends the humanitarian work of the 1.4 million Lions, Lionesses 

and Leos of the world!

LEBDV is tremendously grateful for the outstanding support provided by LCI and the 10,000 Lions, Lionesses and Leos of 

District 22-Delaware, New Jersey Districts 16-N, 16-J and 16-L, and Pennsylvania Districts 14-A and 14-P throughout our 

60-year history! We are proud to be part of the vision and the mission of LCI to provide humanitarian service to those in 

need and to have helped provide the gift of sight to more than 40,000 people. We, too, are proud to say, We Serve!

“Allen was passionate about photography,” recalls Leah. “He should have done it professionally.” In 2007, Allen was 

diagnosed with terminal illness from a recurrence of cancer. His loving wife of 25 years, Leah, helped her husband write 

down his final wishes during his last days of life. Allen reminded Leah that his driver’s license stated his wishes to be an 

eye, organ and tissue donor. They were saddened to learn that with his diagnosis of cancer, he was precluded from being 

an organ donor due to contamination from cancer cells. 

Upset with the news, Leah did further research and learned that cornea donation was still a possibility because there is 

no blood flow to the corneas. “When we discovered Allen could donate both of his corneas, we cried tears of joy instead 

of sorrow,” recalls Leah. After his death, Allen’s beautiful blue eyes helped two men in New Jersey see their loved ones 

again. Leah felt Allen’s decision of donation was also a gift to her because of the support that she received after his 

death from Gift of Life Donor Program (GLDP). She was relieved Allen was no longer in chronic pain. Leah remembers 

fondly how bravely Allen faced his own death, and how he was still thinking of others. It was an easy decision, when  

the time came, for her to say “yes” to donation. “Allen is my hero,” she says.

“Allen had photographs of everything,” says Leah. “He saw art everywhere. It seemed appropriate to me that his passion 

was the one thing that he was able to donate—his eyes and his unique view on the world. I was so thankful because I 

knew it was important to him.”

Allen was a character bigger than life itself. He was a very honest man. He was a civil rights advocate in the 1960s.  

He believed in and practiced tolerance. He owned and operated his own business, Zenker Dental Lab, until he had to 

medically retire. He became a grandpa, which is something that he wanted desperately for many years. His grandson, 

Benny, was born 16 months before Allen died.

Allen was very articulate and had an IQ of 135, which is the reason he was chosen to take military intelligence training 

when he enlisted in the army during the Vietnam era. His sharp sense of humor helped both Allen and Leah through the 

extreme stresses of his prolonged battle with cancer. Allen’s original thoracic surgery, when they removed a lung, was in 

1999. Eight years later, Leah says, “Allen’s death was not in vain because he was able to give the gift of sight to others.”

Leah continues to honor her late husband Allen by being an advocate of eye, tissue and organ donation. She is a very 

active member of GLDP’s Hearts of Gold, which is a volunteer group of donor family members who offer support to other 

new donor families whose loved ones have made the selfless decision to donate in their time of grief. Through this 

group, Leah has been a Home Cook Hero for GLDP’s Family House and traveled to the 2014 Transplant Games of America 

in Houston, Texas, and the 2016 Games in Cleveland, Ohio, as a donor family member of Team Philadelphia. 

“Allen was a character  

bigger than life itself.  
 He was a very honest man.”

‘TEARS OF JOY RATHER 
THAN SORROW’ for Widow Leah Zenker

YEARS
100
YEARS
100



Creating Miracles of Sight Since 1957

1905
Dr. Eduard Zirm performs 

the first successful corneal 

transplant in Austria.

1957
The Eye Foundation of 

Delaware Valley, or Lions 

Eye Bank of Delaware 

Valley (LEBDV), is 

founded.

1964
LEBDV moves into 

Wills Eye Hospital on 

Spring Garden Street 

in Philadelphia. 

1983
LEBDV facilitates the establishment of 

the National Ambassadors for Corneal 

Transplantation (NACT) supporting pre-

and post-op cornea recipient patients.

1988
LEBDV begins 

its Recovery 

Technician 

Training 

Program.

1996
LEBDV  

merges with  

the Medical 

Eye Bank of 

Delaware.

1925
Lions Clubs 

International adopts 

sight conservation 

as its mission after 

a plea from Helen 

Keller. Volunteer Lions 

begin the recovery 

of eyes for corneal 

transplantation.
 

1961
The Eye Bank Association of 

America (EBAA) is founded 

with 25 member Eye Banks. 

LEBDV is one of the founding 

charter members. Today, 

the EBAA has more than 100 

member Eye Banks, including 

international Eye Banks. 

1967
Peter Laibson, M.D.,  

is installed as the first 

Medical Director.

1980
PID Gene S. Polgar 

becomes Executive 

Director. LEBDV 

moves with Wills Eye 

Hospital to its new 

facility in Center City 

Philadelphia. 

1995
State routine 

referral laws 

end corneal 

transplant 

waiting list.
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2004
LEBDV moves  

into the Gift of  

Life Donor  

Program building 

in the Northern 

Liberties section  

of Philadelphia.

2007
LEBDV opens the board to 

non-Lions. Sadeer B. Hannush, 

M.D., is installed as Co-Medical 

Director.

2011
Jim Quirk becomes 

President /CEO.

2014 
Tissue processing 

program is expanded 

to include tissue for 

Descemet’s Membrane 

Endothelial Keratoplasty 

(DMEK).

2017
LEBDV celebrates 60 years servicing 

the Delaware Valley community and 

humanitarian efforts beyond our 

borders. Lions Clubs International  

celebrates its 100th anniversary. 

1999
LEBDV installs 

its first woman 

Lion board 

member, Mary 

Devon O’Brien, 

PCC.

2005
Endowment fund is 

established to help 

expand programs and 

benefit people in need of 

sight-restoring corneal 

transplants. 

2008
LEBDV begins to offer processed 

tissue for layer-specific transplant 

procedure, or Descemet’s Stripping 

Automated Endothelial Keratoplasty 

(DSAEK).

LEBDV installs the first woman 

Chairperson, Mary Devon O'Brien, 

who implements a charity fund to 

help community members in need of 

vision-related services. 

2012
LEBDV recovers corneas from 

30,000th donor and invests in 

lab expansion and equipment 

upgrade. 

2015
Recipient Kit Program 

and Gratis Tissue 

Fund are launched.  

To date, the Gratis 

Tissue Fund has 

helped save or  

restore sight to  

almost 250 people  

in need. 

60th Anniversary Committee Members
PCT Ann E. Reiver, Co-Chair

Lion Norman Imaoka, Co-Chair

Dr. Robert Abel, M.D.

PDG George Bonadio

ID Melvyn Bray

Lorena Hannush

Nancy Houston

Lion Peg Huebner

PDG David Jones

Ruth Laibson

PCC Mary Devon O’Brien

Jim Quirk, President/CEO

PDG Philip Shober

Joanne Weidner

PDG Richard W. Zimmermann, Jr.

forSight 72017 |



2nd ANNUAL 

Cornea 
Recipient 
Luncheon 
In honor of National Eye Donor month, 

LEBDV held its Cornea Recipient Luncheon 

in March 2017. Though the program is 

relatively new, this year’s attendee 

numbers almost tripled 2016’s. The annual 

luncheon commemorates the history of eye 

banking, raises eye donation awareness, 

honors cornea donors and their families, 

and celebrates the Gift of Sight. It was the 

perfect opportunity to learn, share stories 

and meet the Eye Bank’s dedicated team. 

LEBDV hopes to see this program continue 

to expand and encourages all cornea 

recipients to visit and become advocates 

of their local Eye Bank! 

University of Delaware student Nick is particularly grateful to  

pursue a career in dentistry after being told by doctors it would not  

be possible due to his deteriorating vision.

“As a single parent, my mother worked hard to put me in private 

school,” says Nick. “In the sixth grade, I started having trouble seeing 

the chalkboard in class.” Nick’s optometrist prescribed him glasses 

that corrected his vision for a brief period of time. 

As Nick advanced through high school, his vision worsened at a 

constant rate. During his sophomore year, Nick was diagnosed with 

keratoconus, a progressive eye disease that causes the cornea— 

the clear outer covering of the eye—to become cone-shaped. If left 

untreated, keratoconus can eventually lead to blindness. 

While working at a dental lab over the summer, Nick grew fascinated 

with dentistry. His mother Dawn worked in the dental field herself, 

contributing to Nick’s passion. He enrolled in the University of 

Delaware with a major in biology and hopes to attend Temple 

University’s dental school upon graduation. “I really like the idea of 

helping patients,” says Nick. “I was told that I couldn’t be a dentist  

if I wasn’t able to see, and that was really hard for me to accept.” 

As the disease progressed and his eyesight continued to deteriorate, 

Nick also experienced extreme sensitivity to light. He was no longer 

able to drive. “Getting my driver’s license was such a big deal, and 

not being able to drive was pretty rough,” says Nick. “It was also 

difficult for me to read my textbooks. It would take longer and I would 

get headaches from having to squint. At that point I remember feeling 

as though I would lose my vision completely.” 

Nick was prescribed a corneal 

transplant for his left eye, which 

was in a worse state than his 

right. Unfortunately, the family’s 

insurance did not cover the full 

cost of the procedure that Nick 

desperately needed. Dawn was 

trying to find answers to help  

her son. She contacted Lions Eye 

Bank of Delaware Valley (LEBDV). 

LEBDV collaborated with local 

Lions Clubs in Delaware to 

provide financial assistance  

for Nick’s transplant surgery. 

The result was a significant 

improvement in Nick’s eyesight. 

“Physically I had no pain at all,” 

remembers Nick. “I wasn’t 

expecting recovery to be as easy as it was. I returned to a normal life 

pretty quickly.” 

Because of Nick’s successful corneal transplant, he is able to 

continue his education and looks forward to a future in dentistry. Nick 

is grateful to his surgeon, LEBDV, the Lions Clubs of Delaware and, 

most importantly, the cornea donor whose generosity allowed him to 

have restored sight and a second chance at his dream. 

Turning Setbacks into 
Successes: Nick’s Story

The Transplant Games of America is an Olympic-style event for 

people who have undergone lifesaving or life-enhancing transplant 

surgeries. Highlighting the critical importance of eye, organ and 

tissue donation, the Transplant Games celebrate and honor the lives 

of donors and recipients. The games were held in Cleveland, Ohio, 

from June 10 to 15, 2016.

LEBDV joined Gift of Life Donor Program’s Team Philly, fielding 

the largest traveling team at the Games. The team included 15 

living donors, 78 transplant recipients and 26 donor families who 

came from New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Delaware. 

Representing Team Philly as its only corneal transplant recipient was 

18-year-old Cameron. At three years old, Cameron began 

experiencing visual difficulties, photosensitivity, eye irritation, 

drainage, swelling and severe allergies. At age 13, Cameron was 

diagnosed with keratoconus. Over the course of time, the disease 

led to vision loss and corneal tissue scarring. 

In June of 2014, Cameron had his corneal transplant surgery  

and regained vision in his left eye. Cameron believes in paying it 

forward and honors his cornea donor by showing gratitude and 

being an advocate for sight restoration and cornea donation. 

During the Games, Cameron celebrated the second anniversary of 

his corneal transplant and took first place in the 1,500-meter race at 

the Transplant Games! 

The 2016 Transplant Games of America 

Go Team,

Go! 
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From left to right: President/CEO of the Eye Bank Association 
of America (EBAA) Kevin Corcoran, Team Philadelphia Cornea 
Recipient Cameron Whittle and LEBDV Community Relations 
Manager Jerilyn Giardina getting ready to cheer Cameron on for 
his 1,500-meter race!

“At that point I remember 

feeling as though I 

would lose my vision 

completely.” 



“It’s a true privilege to work with the Lions 

Eye Bank of Delaware Valley in providing 

the gift of sight, which makes such a 

positive impact on patient’s lives.” 

—Dr. Raber

“As cornea surgeons, we have the ability 

to change people’s lives, sometimes 

quickly and sometimes not as quickly. From 

removing the corneal opacity from a baby 

to treating corneal swelling from Fuchs 

dystrophy to performing an emergency 

corneal transplant for a severe corneal 

infection or corneal perforation, we can make a real and lasting 

difference. That’s why I come to work every day.” 

—Dr. Rapuano

“I wanted to be a physician because I felt 

it was wonderful to be a member of a 

profession that involves an intellectual 

pursuit that improves the quality of  

lives of other human beings and brings 

tremendous satisfaction to patient  

and physician alike. Cornea is the only 

subspecialty in ophthalmology that 

involves human transplantation. It’s truly a wonderful thing to be 

able to take an organ from one human being, transplant it into 

another, and have it work in the other for the purpose of saving 

sight. What an honor and privilege to be a member of a community 

of professionals, the Lions Eye Bank of Delaware Valley, whose 

single mission is giving the gift of sight to those living in darkness!” 

—Dr. Hannush

“The specialty allows for the development 

of long-term relationships with patients. 

Having the opportunity to dramatically 

make a positive impact on a patient also 

affects the patient’s entire family. That’s 

one of the best parts of medicine.” 

—Dr. Hammersmith

“For many years, doing corneal 

transplantation was a very rewarding 

experience for me as a transplant surgeon. 

However, with the advent of newer 

techniques such as layer-specific and 

lamellar corneal transplant surgery, 

restoration of vision to almost perfect 

acuities and the dramatic patient satisfaction have taken the 

gratification to a completely new level. One can only imagine 

where the technology will be in the next 10 years!” 

—Dr. Orlin

An Inside Look:  

LEBDV’s Medical 

Advisory Board’s 

Thoughts and 

Theories

“It has been a great privilege to have  

been associated with Lions Eye Bank of 

Delaware Valley for more than five 

decades of its 60-year existence. I can 

vividly remember when Wills Eye residents 

were the exclusive retrievers of ocular 

tissue for the Eye Bank. How far we’ve 

come and what amazing strides we’ve 

made! Our Eye Bank today can take its place among the 

outstanding facilities in our region and in the country. 

Congratulations to our support staff and to the countless  

Lions who have made this possible.” 

—Dr. Laibson

“My specialties allow me to have a 

significant impact on my patients’ lives. 

When you can’t see clearly, it affects 

every aspect of your life. I feel it is 

important to retain the traditional values 

of medicine—compassion, respect and 

trust. While holding to the traditional 

values, I also strive to stay at the forefront of technology and 

innovative surgical techniques. The combination of values and 

cutting-edge technology is quintessential to my ability to give  

my patients the absolute best in medical and surgical eye care.” 

—Dr. Ayres

“Sight is our most precious sense and 

being an ophthalmologist is a unique 

privilege. It is eternally humbling to  

be able to restore vision through  

medicine and surgery by partnering  

with outstanding institutions like Lions  

Eye Bank of Delaware Valley. The currency 

of human existence is the sharing of the gifts unique to our 

profession, and the purpose of my life is the compassionate 

obligation to help others who are less fortunate.” 

—Dr. Abel

After providing for your loved ones, consider making a lasting difference by making a gift to Lions Eye Bank of Delaware Valley 

in your will*. Simply name Lions Eye Bank of Delaware Valley as a beneficiary when writing your will or, if you already have a 

will, add a codicil amending it to include us. 

For your convenience, we’ve provided the following language for you to use in your estate plan: “I give, devise and bequeath 

to Lions Eye Bank of Delaware Valley, a nonprofit 501(c)(3) charitable organization located at 401 North 3rd Street, 

Suite 305, Philadelphia, PA 19123, EIN 23-1513699, [insert here the sum or percentage] for its unrestricted general 

use and purposes.” 

*Please consult your attorney, tax advisor or financial advisor before making a bequest.

Mail a Check 
(payable to Lions Eye Bank  

of Delaware Valley) to  
401 North 3rd Street, Suite 305,  

Philadelphia, PA 19123

Donate Online 
Visit www.LEBDV.org  

and click on  
“Donate to Your  

Eye Bank Today!”

Phone 
1-800-743-6667 
to donate with  
a credit card.

Endowment 
Fund
Who benefits from the Endowment Fund? 

When a local doctor calls the Eye Bank 

because his or her patient needs a corneal 

transplant but doesn’t have the resources to 

pay, the Eye Bank provides tissue gratis for 

transplant. The Eye Bank believes inability  

to pay should not be a barrier to a person’s 

ability to see. 

Consider Making a Gift  
in Your Will to Restore Sight

Please let us  

know about your 

decision, so we can 

recognize your  

gift today!

Sadeer B. Hannush, M.D.,  
Medical Director

Peter R. Laibson, M.D., 
Medical Director

Robert Abel, M.D. Brandon D. Ayres, M.D. Kristin Hammersmith, M.D.

Stephen E. Orlin, M.D. Irving M. Raber, M.D. Christopher Rapuano, M.D.
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Visionary Sponsors

Gift of Life Donor Program

Flag Sponsors

Dickson Furniture 

Manufacturers

G & M Sales, Inc.

George Bonadio, PDG

Eversight New Jersey

Jim & Michelle Quirk

Contest & Named Sponsors

Friedman LLP–Golfer Gifts

NJ Lions Charitable Foundation 

–Outside Back Cover

New Castle Insurance, Ltd.– 

Putting Contest

Norman & Sandy Imaoka– 

Hole-in-One Contest

Ophthalmic Partners–Inside 

Back Cover

S. Gregory Smith, M.D. & 

Associates–Dinner Buffet

Club Sponsors

Carmen & Bob Perez

Firstrust Bank

Max Rice & Family

North Plainfield Lions Club

Sadeer Hannush, M.D.

Southland Medical Corporation

The Weidner Group

Tipton Communications  

Group, Inc.

Hole Sponsors

Amity Township Lioness Club

Beringer Associates, Inc.

Connell, Carey & Associates

Clearwater Pool Services–PDG 

Phil Shober

Comprehensive Business 

Services

Custom Travel Services, Inc.

D’Antonio’s Catering

Faulkner Buick GMC  

West Chester

Franke Winne & Son, Inc.

Gordon C. O’Brien

Haddonfield Lions Club

Harmony Township Lions Club

ID Mel Bray; PDG John Allen & 

PDG/3rd VC Earl Groendyke

IMO James Fogle, Sr. &  

Tiffany Shepard-Fogle

Impact Office Supplies

Intellitec Solutions, LLC

John & Donna Krawczyk

Jovin Lampshades & Lighting

Laurel Lions Club–Humanaires

Lion Pat and PDG  

James E. Davis

Martelli Florists–  

Mt. Laurel, NJ

Ophthalmic Partners of PA

Palmyra-Riverton-Cinnaminson 

Lions Club

Paoli-Berwyn-Malvern  

Lions Club

PCC Alfred E. Losiewicz

PCC Joe and Dottie Bocklage

PCC Mary Devon O’Brien &  

PZC Chris Smith

PCT Ann E. Reiver &  

PID Ted Reiver

PDDG William Hansen

PDG David L. Smith 

PDG Jim Minnich

PECO Methods & Training

PID Robert W. Moore

Pike Creek Valley Lions Club

Pottstown Oral & Maxillofacial 

Surgery Associates, Inc.

Rob Abel, M.D.

Rock Team

Rayles Sales, LLC

Spring Garden Wash & Lube

T.J. Eckardt Associates, Inc. 

Heating & Cooling

Wesco–Denise Carrone

Wills Eye Surgical Network

Auction Sponsors

Bristol Riverside Theatre

Eastlyn Golf Course

Greenview Inn

Harry’s Savoy Grill

Historic Seven Stars Inn

J.P. Lutz, Bucks County  

Baseball Cards

Jack’s Firehouse

Jerilyn & Nick Giardina

Lion Althea Fogle

Lion Mark & Nancy Green

Lion Norman Imaoka

Max Rice

Michelle Quirk

PCT Ann Reiver

PDG Dave & Sandy Jones

PDG Jim & Patricia Davis

Philadelphia Phillies

Seven Stars Inn

The Grand Opera House

Windsor Suites

Woodcrest Country Club

Trophies Donated by:

Paul’s Custom Awards  

& Trophies

Barrington, New Jersey

Left (left to right): President & CEO Jim Quirk  
and Bill Krienan 

Below (left to right): Robert Osborne and  
Scott Connell 

Gift of Sight Charity 
Golf Classic

23rd ANNUAL 

Save 
the 

Date
August 25, 2017

Woodcrest Country Club 

300 East Evesham Road 
Cherry Hill, NJ 08003

It’s that time of the year again! Tee up this summer to 
support Lions Eye Bank of Delaware Valley.

FIRST EVENT—TEE OFF 
11 a.m.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Registration 

& Lunch

12:30 p.m.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Tee Off 

Cost: $149 per Golfer Registration Fee 

 

 

SECOND EVENT—NOT A GOLFER? 
Beginning at 6 p.m.

 ■ Dinner buffet, $39 per person

 ■ Awards

 ■ Auctions

2017 SPONSORSHIP LEVELS

Visionary—$3,000

Dinner Buffet—$1,500 

Flag— $1,000

Luncheon—$1,000

Giveaway Bag—$750

Putting Contest—$500

Hole-in-One—$500

Ad/Back Cover—$350

Club—$250

Hole—$100

Many Thanks to Our 2016 Course Sponsors & Contributors



“I remember my first Lions Club meeting. I was warmly welcomed. 

Instantly, I felt like I belonged. With these hands, if I could help 

somebody else who was less fortunate, it would be easy for me to do.” 

That’s William Hansen, remembering when he joined Haddonfield 

Lions Club in southern New Jersey. It was 41 years ago, and Bill was 

59 years young. Yes, your math is correct. Bill Hansen, PDDG (Past 

Deputy District Governor), was born in 1917—and so was Lionism.  

He became a centenarian on March 27, 2017.

Those who know Bill hardly give his age a second thought. If something 

needs to be done, he is always one of the first volunteers—and he 

never allows you to treat him differently. Bill is quick to prepare for  

the task at hand, gathering materials and asking questions—but never 

asking when the day will end. He is a self-contained volunteer who 

usually keeps a folding chair, water and snacks in the trunk of his car, 

ready to settle in and dedicate the day to one of his favored charities. 

During his life of service, Bill adopted many favorite charities. Whether 

through his Lions Club or otherwise, he continues to be instrumental  

in improving the lives of countless members of his community. Many 

plaques and proclamations bear witness to his community service  

on behalf of a myriad of religious, youth, civic, educational and 

community-based nonprofit groups. “I’ve never sought personal reward 

or acknowledgement,” says Bill. “I was lucky and had success in life.  

I just wanted to help people in need and be of service to my family, 

church and community.” 

Lions Eye Bank of Delaware Valley (LEBDV), the regional corneal 

transplant bank serving the Delaware Valley since 1957, is one of Bill’s 

charities. For the Eye Bank’s annual Gift of Sight Charity Golf outing, 

Bill has raised tens of thousands of dollars to help those who cannot 

afford a corneal transplant. “Like the Eye Bank, if someone needs a 

corneal transplant to live a good life, I will raise funds so they can get 

the surgery they need to help themselves and their family,” says Bill. 

“Bill has been a valued Trustee of LEBDV since 1992,” says Jim  

Quirk, LEBDV President/CEO. “His fundraising helps ensure LEBDV  

has adequate resources to advance its mission. Bill also creates 

awareness of our organization. His personality, passion and 

perseverance all drive him to be a tremendous advocate on behalf of 

LEBDV and his other favorite charities. He is a fantastic role model!”

Bill was born in 

Newark, New Jersey, 

and moved to Jersey 

City at age five. He  

was the oldest of five 

siblings—three boys 

and twin girls. Bill 

recalls, “My 

grandmother and aunt 

helped raise us kids; 

they were my guiding 

light. My father was a 

very hard worker who 

took such good care of 

my mother who was 

not well. I can say the 

most important lesson  

I learned in life was  

my father’s love for my 

mother. His love for her 

impressed me. I knew 

that is how I would be 

with my future wife.” 

And that he was. 

When Bill’s wife of 67 

years, Dorothy Rich, 

became ill for several years, he remembered his parents’ devotion to 

each other. “I kept my pledge to take care of her lovingly in sickness 

and in health until she died in 2005,” recalls Bill, smiling. Bill credits 

his longevity and love of life to his wife. “Dorothy and I never missed 

a dance. We had a wonderful life.” Bill and Dorothy have two 

children, Gail and William. And Lion Bill now has six grandchildren 

and eight great-grandchildren. 

Bill enjoys the company of younger people. And he has some advice 

for them: “Always be honest and straightforward. Participate in school 

and community activities. Join your local Leo or Lions Clubs. It is one 

of the best ways to become successful in life and have a positive 

impact in the lives of people around the world.” 

Executive Officers
Angel “Bob” Perez, Chairman of the  

 Board of Trustees

Lion Mark M. Green, Immediate Past Chairman

PDG William J. Sauser, Jr., 1st Vice Chairman

PCT Ann E. Reiver, 2nd Vice Chairperson

PDG Earl Groendyke, 3rd Vice Chairman

PDG Philip E. Shober, Secretary/Treasurer

Lion Rev. Frederick S. Richardett, Chaplain

LEBDV Board of Trustees 2016-2017

PDG John E. Allen

PDG George Bonadio

ID Melvyn K. Bray

Lion Joseph Cutolo, Jr.

PDG James Davis

PDG Robert L. Elsner

PDG Fred Frisch

PCS Marion S. Goldberg

PDG David E. Jones

PDG Walter L. Labs

PDG Robert C. Millea

PDG James J. Minnich

Lion Nelson Moeller

PCC Mary Devon O’Brien

PZC Christopher Smith

PDG Keith L. Thompson

PDG Richard H. Wilson

PDG Richard W. Zimmermann, Jr.

Privileged Board Members

PDG Herbert T. Gerhart

PDDG William G. Hansen

PDG Barry L. Hinkle

PID Robert W. Moore

Lion Bruce D. Pollock

PDG David L. Smith

Trustee Legal Advisor

IPDG Albert Olizi, Esq.

Honorary Board Members

PCC Joseph T. Bocklage

Lion Herbert E. McMahon

Lion Robert Perry

Lion John J. Reese

EYE BANK SUPPORT AT WORK

Through the generosity of donor families and financial 

supporters, the Eye Bank recorded the following clinical 

outcomes ending December 31, 2016:

Corneal Tissue Donors—790

Tissue Gifted—1,576

Corneal Tissue Gifted for Transplant Surgery—1,163

Corneal Tissue Gifted for Education, Training  

and Research—584

Since 1957, Lions Eye Bank of Delaware Valley has 

coordinated more than 40,000 corneal transplant surgeries  

at the request of donor families and their loved ones.

Donor Profile: 2016

Ages 1 to 10 = .5%

Ages 11 to 20 = 2.0%

Ages 21 to 40 = 12.5%

Ages 41 to 60 = 49.9%

Ages 61 to 70 = 31.1%

Ages 70+ = 4.0%

2016–2017 

LEBDV Board  
of Trustees

A Remarkable Man  

Celebrates his 100th Birthday

By the Numbers Here’s a look at Lions Eye Bank of Delaware Valley’s 
financials for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2016.

Investment income

6%

Contributions 6%

Tissue Distribution 

88%

Fundraising 5%
Management 8%

Program 87%

REVENUE

EXPENSES

William “Bill” Hansen, PDDG
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“Like the Eye Bank, if someone 

needs a corneal transplant to 

live a good life, I will raise funds 

so they can get the surgery they 

need to help themselves and 

their family,” says Bill. 
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forSight News & Updates from  

Lions Eye Bank of Delaware Valley

Join Lions Eye Bank of Delaware 
Valley’s community by liking our 
Facebook page and following  

us on Twitter. 

www.facebook.com/lebdv

@LionsEyeBankDV 

Learn more by visiting our website  

at www.lebdv.org.

Lions Eye Bank of Delaware Valley 

401 North 3rd Street, Suite #305 

Philadelphia, PA 19123 

(215) 563-1679

The 2017 forSight Newsletter was edited by Jerilyn Giardina.

UPCOMING EVENTS

60th Anniversary Celebration 
November 18, 2017 

The Union League of Philadelphia 
Philadelphia, PA 

3rd Annual Recipient Luncheon 
March 17, 2018 

Philadelphia, PA

23rd Annual Gift of Sight Charity Golf Classic 
August 25, 2017 

Woodcrest Country Club | Cherry Hill, NJ 


